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| DO YOU KNOW
• The local actors and 
actresses in Charlie Baglan’s 
radio play? Check A11 
for a full cast list.
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Obituaries  A2
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Spectrum C1-8
Sports B1-8
TV  D4

Should confessed murderer 
Steve Nunn receive his state 
pension? 
Yes ®    No ®
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote and return to
The State Journal.
Last week’s question:
Should the Frankfort Plant 
Board issue workers uniforms 
for a more professional 
appearance?  
Yes 51% No 49%
Total votes: 163

WEEKLY POLL
Nunn’s pension

More than $115 in coupons inside

A FLAIR FOR FASHION
Cow breaks out new ensemble for every holiday
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Millville resident David Penn Sr. attaches an American flag bow to his cow Naomi’s bridle while dressing her 
for the holiday at his home on McCracken Pike.

BY PAUL GLASSER
STATE JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

MILLVILLE – He frequently 
threatens to turn her into ham-
burger for her stubborn nature, 
but David Penn’s 7-year-old jer-
sey cow, Naomi, has too many 
fans for the Millville farmer to 
follow through.

Since 2009, David has given 
Naomi a new outfi t for all the 
major holidays – a bonnet for 
Easter, hearts for Valentine’s 
Day, red ribbons for Christmas 
and more. Drivers stop to gaze 
at the cow as they pass through 
Millville, and local residents 
have come to expect a new en-
semble for every season.

 Blundering through her 
pasture in ribbons, a sash and a 
bobbing straw hat adorned with 
American fl ags, Naomi’s most 
recent look frequently catches 
the eye of passers-by and other 
farm animals.

“All the bulls will really want 
you now,” David told the cos-
tumed cow as he surveyed her 
outfi t.

The tradition of dressing up 
Naomi really caught on in Eas-
ter 2010, David said. He put a 
bonnet on her and it caught the 
attention of passing drivers.

“Some guy was driving down 

the road and his wife said, ‘Look 
at that cow,’ and they stopped 
and backed up,” he said.

Now, according to David, 
neighbors anticipate each new 
ensemble.

“They ask if I’m going to dec-
orate her. They think it’s pretty 
neat.”

The preacher at the Millville 
Baptist Church lives next door 
and his son did a school report 
on Naomi, said David’s wife 
Glenda.

“He won a blue ribbon,” she 

said.
David and Naomi also raised 

eyebrows this winter when he 
took her to breed with a bull 
on another farm about 2 miles 
away. Instead of loading her 
in a truck, David and Naomi 
walked down McCracken Pike, 
the main road in Millville, side 
by side.

The event was a hot piece of 
discussion among patrons at 
Addie’s Creekside Café, the on-
ly restaurant in Millville, David 

Bringing drama back to the airwaves a big task
His medium is a fading art form, but Charlie Baglan’s goal is to get his radio play on air 

BY KATHERAN WASSON
STATE JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

F
rom a small studio in a 
spare bedroom at his 
Frankfort home, Char-
lie Baglan is practicing 

an art form that nearly faded 
away before he was born: the 
radio play.

He’s spent the last year writ-
ing, recording and editing “Ra-
tatat Man,” an hour-long Christ-
mas drama that tells the story 
of the Little Drummer Boy all 
grown up and playing drums 
in a nightclub. The play can be 
heard on Baglan’s website now, 

but his goal is to hear it broad-
cast on the radio.

It’s not your typical saccha-
rine Christmas story. The play 
follows Oliver Denton, a drum-
mer in a jazz club trying to 
solve a murder mystery that has 
nagged him since childhood. 

Now an adult, he still re-

Sadie 
Meyer, 16, 

records a 
violin solo 

while Char-
lie Baglan 
manages 

the sound 
equipment 

for Baglan’s 
radio play 

“Ratatat 
Man.” 
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Dressed for the Fourth of July, Naomi the cow stands in her pasture.

See COW, A12

See RADIO, A10

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
STATE JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

The man caught on tape dragging a Frank-
fort Police officer during 
a traffic stop has pleaded 
guilty to assault and other 
charges.

Russell Wheat, 50, will be 
sentenced Sept. 2. He fac-
es up to 20 years in prison, 
but Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Larry Cleveland recom-
mends four years and will 
oppose probation, accord-
ing to the plea agreement.

Cleveland won’t take a po-
sition on shock probation, however, the agree-
ment says.

Police pulled over Wheat for not wearing 
a seatbelt as he drove his maroon Chevrolet 
truck to the Marathon gas station at the inter-
section of Wilkinson Boulevard and Schenkel 
Lane Feb. 4, court documents say.

An unidentifi ed caller told police Wheat, of 
Debbie Drive, was driving drunk, according to 

Man who 
dragged cop 
pleads guilty
Prosecutor recommends 
4 years without probation

Russell Wheat

See WHEAT, A9

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
STATE JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

A Bellepoint man who told sheriff’s depu-
ties he made $2,000 a week 
selling out-of-state prescrip-
tion painkillers has been 
sentenced to eight years in 
prison.

John Shramm, 38, sold 
30mg Percocet pills to a con-
fi dential witness Feb. 24 and 
March 6, court records show. 
He was immediately taken 
into custody.

The Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce found $11,993 
in cash, 24 Percocet pills, 13 prescription slips 
from Garden City, Ga., several empty pill bot-
tles and six Diazepam pills during a search of 
Shramm’s Augusta Street home March 7, court 
documents say.

Mark Bubenzer, Shramm’s attorney, didn’t 
ask Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip Shepherd to 

See DRUG, A9

Pipeline pill dealer 
sentenced to 8 years

John Shramm

Today: 30% chance of rain, high 90
WEATHER     A12

GIANT BANANA SPLIT 
BRINGS CHURCH, 

FRIENDS TOGETHER

LOCAL, A6

HIDDEN TREASURES 
OF THE KHS ARCHIVES

LOCAL, A8


